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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: claim 12, in which is claimed “an electromagnetic 
displacement device for the lateral displacement of the driving shaft,” lacks antecedent 
basis in the specification. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the compressed-air 
spring and pump device of claims 18 and 19 respectively must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as “amended.” If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
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application must be labeled in the top margin as either “Replacement Sheet” or “New 
Sheet” pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3,18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Herrmann (DE 101 19 810). Herrmann discloses a height-adjustable, belt-deflecting 
device 10 for a seat belt 90, the device comprising a deflecting element 30 which 
deflects the seat belt 90, a tightening device 36 with which the seat belt 90 can be 
tightened, wherein the deflecting element 30 is connected to the tightening device 36. 
The tightening device 36 is configured so that it pulls or pushes the deflecting element 
30 essentially vertically upwards to tighten the seat belt 90 and has a tightening spring 
16, which acts on the deflecting element 30 to tighten the seat belt 90. With regard to 
claims 18 and 19, the tightening spring 16 of Herrmann is a compressed-air spring 
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connected to a pump device 26 with which the compressed-air spring 16 can be placed 
under pressure. 

5. Claims 1-4 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kopetzky (6,527,298). Kopetzky discloses a height-adjustable, belt-deflecting device 17 
for a seat belt 1 5, the device 1 7 comprising a deflecting element 20 which deflects the 
seat belt 15, a tightening device 25 with which the seat belt 15 can be tightened, 
wherein the deflecting element 20 is connected to the tightening device 25. The 
tightening device 25 is configured so that it pushes the deflecting element 20 essentially 
vertically upwards to tighten the seat belt 15 and has a helical spring 32 that acts on the 
deflecting element 20 to tighten the seat belt 15. The tightening device 25 has a locking 
device 27, which locks the tightening spring 32 in the prestressed state. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 5-8,18, and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kopetzky in view of Biller et al (DE 20209965). Kopetzky discloses 
the present invention except for the tightening device having an electric motor and of 
which the deflecting element is connected to a rack. Biller et al teach a belt tightener 
comprising a driving electric motor with which a compressed-air spring (or helical 
spring) can be placed under a predetermined prestress and a deflecting element 
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connected to a rack in which a driving toothed wheel of the driving motor engages to 
prestress the compressed-air spring. The driving toothed wheel is fastened on a driving 
shaft. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to combine the teachings of the compressed-air spring, rack, and 
electric motor of Biller et al with the safety belt arrangement of Kopetzky in order to 
more accurately return the deflecting device to its normal operating position. Examiner 
acknowledges the phrase “which can be displaced along its driving-shaft axis,” in claim 
8 as functional language. 

8. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kopetzky in view of Autoliv-Kolb (DE 4020600). Kopetzky discloses the present 
invention except for an electrically controlled locking device. Autoliv-Kolb teaches a 
seat belt tightening device comprising an electrically controlled locking device 20. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to apply the teaching of Autoliv-Kolb of an electrically controlled locking device 
to the seat belt tightener of Kopetzky for a more reliable response to a vehicular 
collision. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 9-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant’s disclosure. Grunewald et al (4,884,825) disclose a safety belt tightening 
device comprising a helical spring 38 and an electric motor. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy D. Wilhelm whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6980. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM Monday 
through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 571-272-6669. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


TDW 



PAUL N. DICKSON 
SUPERVISORY PATENT E)(AMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



